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he Blue Button and Coming Era of 
onsumer-Directed Exchange



…for the first time ever Veterans will be able to go to the VA website, click a simple Blue
Button, and download or print your personal health records so you have that when you 
need them and can share that with your doctors outside of the VA.” – Obama, 8/2/10



3: Opening Up While Locking Down

p://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/criminals-allegedly-hack-irs-steal-taxpayers-personal-data-31330191; https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/Additional-IRS-Statement
ript-Incident

IRS Get Transcript service accessed by 23+M consumers;  
ackers inappropriately accessed digital service by successfully answering authentication

questions



ARPA 2011 11 07 Cyber Analytical Framework.pdf

• Cyber R&D Priorities include the 
use of “tailored trustworthy 
spaces”

• APIs, as contracts, embed policy 
and access via tokens, which can 
dynamically respond to emerging 
threats

• API controls allow rate-limiting, 
quotas based on app risk

pening Up While Locking Down: APIs Enable “Tailored Trustworthy Spaces



S Blue Button 2.0 Adds “Common Payer Data Feed” via MA Program

S challenges MA plans to “meet or exceed” Blue Button FHIR API 
OB Resource) by CY2020 voluntarily, else, will evaluate alternative 

ons; CMS API opens up “linked A/B/D” claims to complement QE, 
VRDC, ACO, PUF Files
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CareJourney Confidential and Proprietary

dles, ACO Participants Can Access More Timely CMS Data
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S Blue Button Data ~ Oncology Care Model Insights

Risk segment Spend distribution ($M) Avoidable IP visits1 (%) TCM Comp
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1 Avoidable IP visit here is defined as presence of AHRQ PQI measure during an IP stay







emocratize Government Data (From Jefferson to CMS Claims)

On July 4, 1776, the 
weather in Philly was clear 
and mild with a high of 76 

degrees

tp://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/foundations/climate_data/image1.html; hhttps://www.ccwdata.org/web/guest/interactive-data/ams-
d

CMS opens “linke
A/B/D” data access

QE program, VRD
PUF files and “Blu
Button”; adds MA
Medicaid 2018-1
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onverging on a Single Technical Interop Path – FHIR APIs / Argonaut Proje

MS 2019 Draft IPPS Rule (Promoting Interoperability)

Finally…HHS could develop…a pilot…[for] use of an API based on the emerging update to the 
HIR standard which would allow population level data access through an API in lieu of 
eporting on measures under the Public Health and Clinical Data Exchange objective.” -
ps://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press‐releases/2018‐Press‐releases‐items/2018‐04‐24.html


