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Health Information Exchange in PA
• Pennsylvania’s eHealth 

 

Technology Act of 2012
o Interoperability standards

o Statewide consent registry 

o Certification requirements for 

 

connected entities 

o Establish/collect fees 

o Advisory groups and election 

 

of ex‐officio board members

o Grant programs 

• More information and 

 

resources at: 
www.paehealth.org

• Vision:  Electronic health 

 

information exchange enables 

 

initiatives striving to improve 

 

patient experience, population 

 

health and healthcare cost.
o Clinical Document Exchange

o Provider Reporting to State Government

Number of HIOs: 

http://www.paehealth.org/


• One of the oldest statutory public federal advisory bodies to 
the HHS Secretary

• Focuses on health data and statistics, standards, 
and health information policy

• Provides advice and assistance to various HHS groups and 
agencies (HHS Data Council, CMS, CDC, HRSA, AHRQ, 
others)

• Serves as a forum for interaction with private and public 
sector groups on a variety of health data and information 
issues 3



1949 Established as federal advisory committee

1974 Public Health Services Act gave NCVHS official status as statutory public advisory 
committee to the Secretary of HEW (now HHS)

1996 HIPAA charged NCVHS with advising Secretary on health data standards and privacy 
policy

2003 Medicare Modernization Act charged NCVHS with recommending standards for 
electronic prescribing

2010 Affordable Care Act charged NCVHS with advising the Secretary on Operating Rules for 
HIPAA Administrative Simplification

2014 NCVHS designated as the Review Committee (under ACA provisions), to review status 
of adoption/implementation of standards/operating rules, and advise on changes needed

NCVHS Milestones
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• 18 members appointed for four year terms
• Organized around four core domain areas:

• Standards (including HIPAA administrative transactions, code sets, identifiers)

• Population Health

• Privacy, Confidentiality and Security

• Data Access and Use

• Holds quarterly meetings, convenes public hearings, listening session, 
workshops, roundtables

• Develops and delivers practical, timely, thorough recommendations to 
the Secretary

• Provides periodic reports to Congress 
• Releases reports and resources to the industry 5



NCVHS Domains
Areas Focus

Standards (includes Review 

 

Committee)
Standards, code sets, identifiers, operating rules for HIPAA 

 

transactions, as required under HIPAA, MMA, and ACA

Data Access and Use Principles, best practices, guidelines, gaps on the availability, 

 

accessibility, use, utility, usability, and usefulness of HHS data 

 

resources 

Population Health Population‐based data and data about specific vulnerable 

 

groups 

Privacy, Confidentiality and 

 

Security
Emerging issues related to health information privacy, 

 

confidentiality and security and data stewardship
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REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

CHARTER

• Section 1104(i) of the Affordable Care Act stipulates that the Secretary 

 

establish a Review Committee to: 
1)

 

Conduct hearings not less than biennially to evaluate and review

 

the 

 

adopted standards and operating rules. 
2)

 

Provide recommendations not less than biennially for updating and 

 

improving such standards and operating rules. 
3)

 

Recommend a single set of operating rules per transaction standard and 

 

maintain the goal of creating as much uniformity as possible in the 

 

implementation of the electronic standards. 
4)

 

Ensure coordination, as appropriate in developing recommendations, 

 

with the standards that support the certified electronic health record 

 

technology approved by the Office of the National Coordinator for 

 

Health Information Technology.  7



• Preparation for hearing and soliciting testifiers
• Testifiers’

 

respond to predefined questions 

• Current status of HIPAA transactions and their standards & operating rules
• Degree standards, code sets, identifiers & operating rules meet business 

 

needs

• Implementation discrepancies, ineffectiveness or inefficiencies
• Inability or limitation of standards & operating rules to meet new  or 

 

emerging technology or business needs

• Whether changes in current standards and operating rules are needed 

• Findings, Themes, Observations & Recommendations

• Letter to Secretary of DHHS (Submitted March, 2016)

• Report to HHS, SDOs, ORAE & Health Care Industry (In Development) 8

REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 

PROCESS



• First hearing held: June 16 & 17, 2015
• 77 oral testimonies

• 77+ written testimonies

• Transaction scope:
• Health Plan Enrollment, Disenrollment & Premium Payment

• Prior Authorization
• Health Plan Eligibility, Benefit Inquiry & Response
• Health Care Claim or Equivalent Encounter

• Health Care Claim Status

• Electronic Funds Transfer and Electronic Remittance Advice 

• Coordination of Benefits
9

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

HEARING



• Rec. #1: Expanding the definition of covered entities 

 

under HIPAA

• Rec. #2: Broadening HIPAA‐related education activities 
• Rec. #3: Ensuring consistency in the interpretation and 

 

implementation of administrative transactions, 

 

code sets, identifiers and operating rules 

 

requirements

• Rec. #4: Enforcing compliance  
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REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS



• Rec. #5: Adopting standards for the Acknowledgment 

 

transaction

• Rec. #6: Defining a roadmap to provide predictability in 

 

adoption of standards, code sets, identifiers and 

 

operating rules

• Rec. #7:  Increasing utilization of the Enrollment / 

 

Disenrollment & Premium Payment standards

• Rec. #8:  Evaluating the use of the prior authorization 

 

transaction 
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REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS



• Post Letter to Secretary on NCVHS website
• Report to HHS, SDOs, ORAE & Health Care Industry
• Ongoing collaboration on identified opportunities 
• Planning for next Review Committee hearing
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REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

NEXT STEPS



• www.ncvhs.hhs.gov

• All meeting 

 

announcements, 

 

letters to the 

 

Secretary, reports, 

 

tools, and other 

 

resources

 

available 

 

from this site

• Electronic/remote 

 

access to meetings 

 

and meeting materials
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Alexandra (Alix) Goss

Alexandra (Alix) Goss was named the Executive Director
of the Pennsylvania eHealth Partnership Authority in 
January 2014 after serving as the PA Health Information  
Technology Coordinator for one year and the program director of
the Authority since 2011. In her roles, she has guided 
Pennsylvania’s efforts to improve quality and safety of healthcare
by working with stakeholders to create and build a statewide 
network for electronic health information exchange (eHIE). 

Executive Director
Pennsylvania eHealth Partnership Authority
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Alix has worked on the state’s eHIE exchange strategy since 2008, with a focus on technical 
architecture and privacy and security framework. For more than 25 years, she has held 
leadership roles in developing national healthcare standards, implementing federal 
regulations, systems integration and operations management in the private and public 
sectors of healthcare. She is currently serving a four-year term as a member of the 
Department of Health and Human Services’ National Committee on Vital and Health 
Statistics (NCVHS), and is co-chair of its Review Committee and its Standards 
Subcommittee.

Contact information:  alix@alixgoss.com

 

(c) 717‐805‐0467

mailto:alix@alixgoss.com


Additional Background 

 
Material
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Shaping a Health Statistics Vision 

 

for the 21st

 

Century  (2002)
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NCVHS 

 

Membership
Chairman: Walter G. Suarez, M.D., M.P.H., Kaiser Permanente - Maryland
HHS Executive Staff Director: James Scanlon
Executive Secretary: Rebecca Hines, MHS

Raj Chanderraj, M.D., F.A.C.C., Nevada Heart & Vascular Center – Las Vegas, NV
Bruce B. Cohen, Ph.D., Massachusetts Department of Public Health – Boston, MA
Llewellyn J. Cornelius, Ph.D., University of Georgia – Athens, GA
Nicholas L. Coussoule, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee – Chattanooga, TN
Barbara J. Evans, Ph.D., J.D., LL.M., University of Houston Law Center – Houston, TX 
Alexandra Goss,  Pennsylvania eHealth Partnership Authority – Harrisburg, PA
Linda L. Kloss, M.A., Strategic Advisors Ltd, - Chicago, IL
Richard W. Landen, M.P.H., M.B.A., QuadraMed – Reston, VA
Denise E. Love, National Assn of Health Data Organizations – Salt Lake City, UT
Vickie M. Mays, Ph.D., MSPH., University of California Los Angeles – Los Angeles, CA
Sallie Milam, J.D., CIPP, CIPP/G, West Virginia’s Chief Privacy Officer - Charleston, WV
Michael J. O’Grady, Ph.D., O’Grady Health Policy, LLC - Chevy Chase, MD
Robert L. Phillips, Jr., M.D., MSPH, American Board of Family Medicine - Washington, D.C.
Helga E. Rippen, M.D., Ph.D., Health Sciences South Carolina – Columbia, SC
David A. Ross, Sc.D., Public Health Informatics Institute – Decatur, GA
W. Ob Soonthornsima, CVS/Caremark, CVS Health – Buffalo Grove, IL 
William W. Stead, M.D, Vanderbilt University Medical Center – Nashville, TN
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NCVHS Membership –

 

cont’d
Working Group on Data Access and Use

Chair: Vickie M. Mays, Ph.D., M.S.P.H., 
NCVHS Members: Bruce Cohen, Walter Suarez

Working Group Consultant Members:

Chris Boone, Ph.D., FACHE, Health Data Consortium – Washington, D.C.
P. Kenyon Crowley, M.B.A., M.S., CPHIMS, University of Maryland – College Park, MD
Leslie Pickering Francis, J.D., Ph.D., University of Utah – Salt Lake City, UT
Tessie Guilermo, ZeroDivide – San Francisco, CA
Christopher L. Fulcher, Ph.D, University of Missouri – Columbia, MO
Mohit Kaushal, M.D., M.B.A., West Wireless Health Institute - La Jolla, CA
Joshua Rosenthal, Ph.D., RowdMap – Louisville, KY
Mark Savage, J.D., National Partnership for Women & Families - Washington D.C.
Paul C. Tang, M.D, Palo Alto Medical Foundation – Mountain View, CA
Leah Vaughan, M.D., M.P.H, The Health Policy Group,  San Francisco, CA
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NCVHS Recent Notable 

 

Contributions
• Visioning Documents

• 21st Century Vision for Health Statistics report (2000)
• Emphasized role of all factors influencing health

• National Health Information Infrastructure (2002)
• Led to the creation of Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information 

Technology
• Towards Enhanced Information Capabilities for Health (2010)

• Concept paper highlighting availability, accessibility, standardization and privacy 
and security of health information

• Population Health
• Community as a Learning Health System Framework (2011)
• Supporting Community Data Engagement – NCVHS Roundtable (2014)
• Electronic Standards for Public Health Information (2014)
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• Administrative Simplification
• Fifteen years of oversight/advice on adoption/implementation of standards, code sets, 

identifiers, operating rules to fulfill HIPAA and ACA administrative simplification 
provisions

• HIPAA Reports to Congress (2011 - 2014)
• Privacy and Security

• Privacy and Security of Personal Health Records (2009)
• National Stewardship Framework for Health Information Privacy (2009)
• Stewardship Framework for the Use of Community Health Data (2012)
• Toolkit for Communities Using Health Data: How to collect, use, protect, and share 

data responsibly (2015)
• Data Access and Use

• Steps to improve the Usability, Use and Usefulness of HHS Data Resources (2014)
20
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