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My first run-in covering privacy



Fast forward to 2014















https://projects.propublica.org/hipaa/









“This is a problem that is widespread throughout the VA,” said Brandon 
Coleman, a VA whistleblower who testified before the Senate that his private 
medical records were inappropriately accessed by a co-worker.







Key takeaways
• HIPAA is dotted with gaps and loopholes.
• Technology is vastly outpacing regulation.
• Small privacy breaches can cause real, lasting harm.
• OCR needs to do a better job making documents and 

statistics available. It should not fall to the press.
• What should happen to repeat offenders?
• Average citizens care very much when their privacy is 

violated
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