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Profile of the Individual with Intellectual 
& Developmental Disabilities

Unique personality characteristics
Syndrome specific characteristics
Group heterogeneity 



Profile of the Individual with Intellectual 
& Developmental Disabilities

COMMON BEHAVIORAL TRAITS

Frustration Tolerance 
Impulsivity 
Self-Esteem 
Attention Sustainability 
Co-morbid Mood Disorders  



Profile of the Individual with Intellectual 
& Developmental Disabilities

ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING

Communication
Self-Care
Home Living
Social / Interpersonal Skills
Community Resource Use



Profile of the Individual with Intellectual 
& Developmental Disabilities

ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING

Self-Direction
Academic Skills
Work
Leisure Activities
Health 
Safety



Profile of the Individual with Intellectual & 
Developmental Disabilities

ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR

Social
Conceptual
Practical



Anthropological Perspective of 
Pre-Disaster Risk and Vulnerability

The Field of “Emergency 
Management”
Cultural Influences of Vulnerability 
“Classquake”
“Calculation of Vulnerability”
“The Role of Flight”



Anthropological Perspective of 
Pre-Disaster Risk and Vulnerability

Perpetuating Dependency 
Risk Assessment 
Various Coping Mechanisms
“Embodiment”
Expectations of Support 
Infrastructure 



Anthropological Perspective of 
Pre-Disaster Risk and Vulnerability

Explaining Natural Disasters 
Symbolism
Social Organization
“Adaptive Flux”
“Marginality”



Anthropological Perspective of 
Pre-Disaster Risk and Vulnerability

Economic Upheaval 
Assembly and Seclusion 
Relocation Sites
“Dependence”



Don’t Leave Home Without It 

Polypharmacy
Medical Issues
Duel Diagnosis 
Communication Barriers 
Diets and Dysphagia



Don’t Leave Home Without It

Adaptive Equipment 
Communication Devices
Assistive Technology 
Behavioral Issues 
Human Rights



Don’t Leave Home Without It

Seizure Disorders
Ambulation
Continuity of Care
Sensory Processing
Constancy of Environment 



Don’t Leave Home Without It

“Chronobiology”
“Self Determination”
Continence
Confusion  



University of Kansas Impact Study



Key Findings

Pre-disaster Planning
Pre and Post Disaster 
Communication and Information 
Sharing
Pre and Post Disaster Coordination



Nobody Left Behind Research 
Major Findings

University of Kansas

Limited Inclusion of PWD
Low Level Understanding of the 
“Special Needs Community”
Mobility Needs
Inadequate Information about 
“People in Service Areas”



2007 University of Kansas Report 

Time that Displaced PWD’s Stayed 
with Extended or Surrogate Families



2007 University of Kansas Report  

GAPS IN PRE-DISASTER PLANNING

Personal Preparedness Plans
Limited Disaster Planning Skills in 
the Special Needs Community



2007 University of Kansas Report 

GAPS IN PRE AND POST DISASTER 
INFORMATION SHARING AND 

COMMUNICATION

Knowledgeable Sources Untapped
Whereabouts of PWD Unknown
Government Talking to Government



2007 University of Kansas Report

GAPS IN PRE AND POST DISASTER 
COORDINATION

Disconnect between “Special Needs 
Community” and Emergency Mgmt. 
Agencies
Devaluation of Special Needs Community 
by Emergency Mgmt. Agencies
Mass Care Shelters Refused PWD
Restoring the “Civic Fabric”



2007 University of Kansas Report

Recommendations

Leadership Role Initiative for 
Special Needs Community
Defining the Needs of PWD
The Garbage Pail Classification of 
“Vulnerable Populations”



2007 University of Kansas Report

RECOMMENDATIONS

Need for Systematic Training and 
Education in Disasters in the Special 
Needs Community (SNC)
Availability of Evidence Based 
Research Findings for SNC
Creation of a “Play Book”



2007 University of Kansas Report

RECOMMENDATIONS

Designation of a Disability Contact 
when Emergency Operations are 
Activated 
“Functional and Medical Support 
Sheltering”
Community Based Registries of 
People Needing Assistance



2007 University of Kansas Report

RECOMMENDATIONS

Community Based Registries of 
Resources for PWD



RFID Implantable Chip



Roadblocks to Human Use of 
RFID



National Organization on Disability

THE SNAKE PROJECT

The Numbers Game
Defining Special Needs
Levels of Shelters



National Organization on Disability

THE SNAKE PROJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

Employ The “Pearls”
Replace Durable Medical Equipment 
(DME)
Maintain Families and Community 
Placement 
Ask! Ask! Ask!



National Organization on Disability

THE SNAKE PROJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

Federal Financing for Medical 
Necessary Services
Supplemental Government Funding
Philanthropic Organizations
Availability of Accessible Information 



National Organization on Disability

THE SNAKE PROJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

Service Coordination
Cross Training



National Organization on Disability



Senate Bill to Assist PWD in Disasters 
Fails



National Organization on Disability

THE SNAKE PROJECT
TAKE HOME MESSAGE

“We, as a nation, can do more to 
improve the outcomes for people 

with disabilities and the aging 
population the next time disaster 
strikes – and there will be a next 

time.”
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