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Objectives
• Explain the path to PricePoint
• Share other pricing transparency tools we use 

 in Wisconsin

• Describe how our approach has helped us 
 respond to consumers, regulators and the 
 media



History of WI’s Rate Setting Programs

• 1972‐1983 (Rate Review) – Hospital Rate 
 Review Council –

 
voluntary

• 1983‐1987 (Rate Setting) – Hospital Rate 
 Setting Commission ‐

 
mandatory



The Birth of WI Statute Chapter 153 ‐
 1989

• Focuses on collection 
 and dissemination of 
 health care information

• Originally the role of 
 the Department of 

 Health Services

• Includes
– Discharge Data 
– Annual Publications

• Health Care Data Report
• Guide to WI Hospitals

• Uncompensated Care 

 Report

• Quality Indicator Report

– Hospital Rate Increases 
 Report



Wisconsin Environment for Price 
 Transparency ‐

 
2004‐2005

• Privatized collection of  hospital and ASC date 
 in 2003

– Started collecting in Q1 2004
• Culture of transparency
• No health care pricing rate review or rate 

 setting since 1987





PricePoint Development
• Added value to the use of the discharge and 

 fiscal data

• Added value to privatizing data collection
• Technology advancement

• Quarterly rather than annual release
• Easily accessible







Transparency Legislation Act 146 ‐
 

2011

• Each hospital to prepare a single document
– Top 75 diagnosis groups for uncomplicated cases

– Top 75 outpatient surgical procedures
– Median billed charge for recent four quarters 

– The average expected payment under Medicare

– The average expected payment under private ins.

– Link to a quality reporting Website (CheckPoint or 
 the Wisconsin Collaborative for Healthcare 

 Quality)





Impact of PricePoint

• Voluntary mechanism to support price 
 transparency

– Consumers

– Providers
– Policymakers

– Media



“Michael Richards, executive director of 

 external affairs at the Gundersen Health System, 

 said the Badger State has a history of transparent 

 pricing information through the Wisconsin 

 Hospital Association at ww.wipricepoint.org.”



PricePoint States



Closing Thoughts

• PricePoint
 

is a tool to support price 
 transparency

• It can be used with other tools 
– Discharge data
– Other publications
– Payer and employer Web sites

www.wipricepoint.org
drickelman@wha.org

www.whainfocenter.com

http://www.wipricepoint.org/
mailto:drickelman@wha.org
http://www.whainfocenter.com/
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