
Paying Till it Hurts 



Colonoscopy: Location, Location, 
 Location



NY Colonoscopies

• Deirdre Yapalater
• Facility Fee ‐‐

 
$2910

• Anesthesia ‐‐
 

$2400
• Gastroenterologist –

 
$1075

• TOTAL: $6385
• PAID: $3965

• Maureen O’Rourke
• At Hospital: $9142.84
• In Office: $5322.76



Transparency ‐‐
 

Huge Price Variation



H



Renee’s charges

• Statement after delivery without any discounts; not an official bill:

• Hospital charges ‐‐

 

$20,257
• Obstetrician ‐‐

 

$4,020
• Anesthesiologist‐‐

 

$3,278
• Drugs ‐‐

 

$1,125

• Bills for prenatal care:

• Emergency visit ‐‐

 

$1,600
• Genetic testing ‐‐

 

$1,500
• Ultrasound ‐‐

 

$1,191
• Radiology–

 

$520
• Hematologist ‐‐

 

$346



Paid for Childbirth 



Total Hip (IN BELGIUM)  $13,000



Prescription Medicine



Ben Bellar’s Stitches



CPMC Chargemaster Prices
Creatine Kinase (CK), (CPK), Total 82550 75.00
Blood Gas Analysis, including 02 saturation 82805
Thyroid Stimulating Hormone 84443 186.00
Troponin, Quantitative 84484 150.00
Complete Blood Count, with differential WBC, automated 85025 85.00
Complete Blood Count, automated 85027 100.00
Prothrombin Time 85610 50.00
Partial Thromboplastin Time 85730 75.00
Radiology Services  (CPT Codes 70010-79999) 2013 

CPT 
Code

CT Scan, Head or Brain, without contrast 70450 2,566.00
X-Ray, Chest, two views 71020 450.00
X-Ray, Lumbo Sacral, four views 72110 800.00
CT Scan, Pelvis, with contrast 72193 3,927.00
CT Scan, Abdomen, with contrast 74160 4,495.00
Ultrasound, Abdomen, Complete 76700 1,105.00
Ultrasound, OB, 14 weeks or more, single fetus, transabdominal 76805 1,101.00
Screening Mammography Digital (Bilateral) G0202 285.00
Medicine Services  (CPT Codes 90281-99607) 2013 

CPT 
Electrocardiogram 12 Lead Tracing Only 93005 297.00
Echocardiography, complete 93307
Inhalation Treatment, pressurized or nonpressurized 94640 318.00
Surgery Services  (CPT Codes 10021-69990) 2013 

CPT 
Code

Average 
Charge 
Amount

Arthroscopy, Knee, with meniscectomy (medial or lateral) 29881 16,698.23
Arthroscopy, Shoulder, with partial acromioplasty 29826
Carpal Tunnel Surgery 64721 10,907.69
Cataract Removal with Insertion of Intraocular Lens, 1 Stage 66984
Colonoscopy  diagnostic 45378



Cost of a hospital day

USA 25th Percentile  Average Price USA  95th Percentile 
($ USD)

p y

$1,472 $1,514

$429 $476 $665 $731 $853 $964 $979

$4,287

$12,537

Argentina Spain South Af rica Netherlands France Chile New Zealand Australia United States



HOSPITAL IN BELGIUM



HOSPITAL IN NEW YORK



Mohs Surgery

•



MD compensation



Catherine Hayley’s Yearly Supplies



Price of required childhood vaccines



Many Surprise Charges 
 The $117,000 Assistant Surgeon



Len Charlap’s Echocardiograms
 worth $1200 or $5400?



Find the Whole Series Here

www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/health/pay
 ing‐till‐it‐hurts.html

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/health/paying-till-it-hurts.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/health/paying-till-it-hurts.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/health/paying-till-it-hurts.html


Join Our New Facebook Group
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