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Interim Final Rule

 Published January 13, 2010
 60 day public comment period
 Effective 30 days after publication,

during comment period
 Final rule anticipated in Spring 2010



Scope

 Designed directly to support the
meaningful use certification criteria for
eligible providers and hospitals

 Covers Stage 1 only
 EHR certification program and process

to become a certifying body will be
subject of future rulemaking



Certified EHR Technology

 Meets the requirements of a “Qualified
EHR”

 Has been tested and certified in
accordance with the certification
program established by the ONC as
having met all certification criteria



Complete EHR v. EHR Modules

 Complete EHR:  All-in-one EHR
solution that meets all criteria

 EHR Module:  Any service, component
or combination thereof that meets at
least one criterion
 May include, e.g., software as service,

interface allowing participation in health
information exchange, quality measure
reporting service



EHR Modules

 It is the responsibility of the eligible
provider or hospital for a proper
combination of EHR Modules
 Certification of combinations is not

required
 Each EHR Module must be certified
 Each and every criterion for Certified EHR

Technology must be certified



Standards

 Information transmission
 communications protocols

 Vocabularies:
 nomenclatures and code sets for clinical problems

and procedures, medications and allergies
 Content exchange:

 sharing clinical information, such as clinical
summaries, prescriptions, structured electronic
documents

 Privacy and Security:
 authentication, access control, transmission

security



Standards

 Designed to adopt standards currently in use
 Information transport standards used in the technology

industry generally (SOAP 1.2, REST)
 Vocabularies, content and privacy/security standards

currently used in the healthcare industry
 Standards will evolve over time

 Identifies anticipated standards for Stage 2
 Alternate standards are anticipated to converge to a single

standard in the future
 “At a minimum” standards designed to allow use of newer,

updated standards
 E.g., subsequently released version of a code set

 Consistent with HIPAA transaction and code set
requirements and their implementation timeline



Content and Vocabulary Standards



Content and Vocabulary Standards



Privacy and Security Standards



Certification Criteria

 Tracks meaningful use criteria set out
in CMS proposed rulemaking

 Areas of general applicability
 Distinct criteria specific to inpatient and

ambulatory settings
 Future rulemaking anticipated with

respect to ED and specialty EHRs
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No Guarantee of Compliance

 Does not change HIPAA privacy rule or
security rule requirements

 Does not guarantee HIPAA compliance
 Does not waive compliance

requirements
 Same is true for any other legal

requirements
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