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DOCUMENTS www.farmaindustria.es
SPANISH CODE OF PRACTICE

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CONTROL BODIES

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE 

QUERIES (QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS) ON THE INTERPRETATION OF THE CODE

INTRODUCTION
1991 Adoption of the Spanish Code on the basis of EFPIA Code (Adapted in 1.992)

2002 Approved a much more stringent and precise new version 

2004 New version with additional measures to reinforce this self-regulation system.

2005 New adaptation in order to incorporate some of the elements of the new EFPIA Code (Nov 04)  and to 
continue the improvement of the self regulation system making it more effective.

2.008 New version of the Code and birth of the Patients Organization Code (July 08)

SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

Spanish Code of Practice 

The Code covers all promotional actions addressed at Spanish healthcare 
professionals wherever they may take place

Applicable to members of Farmaindustria and to the pharmaceutical companies 
adhered to the Code
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SPANISH SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

Spanish Code of Practice Surveillance Unit 
2004-2009

* 1 pending of resolution by the Code of Practice Committee

* 11 Resolutions of the Self-Regulation Jury in favour of USD 
* 50 resolved in the presence of the Code of Practice Committee by agreement with correction and infrigement recognition 
* 2 Filed by petition of USD 

* 1 No considered by the Self-Regulation Jury

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Acumulated
apr. - dec. jan. - dec. jan. - dec. jan. - dec. jan. - dec. jan. - mar. apr.´04 - mar.´09

1.747 2.199 2.926 3.388 1.354

+84,86% +25,87% +33,06% +15,79%

1.390 1.909 2.616 3.087 1.192

+93,60% +37,34% +37,03% +18%

+121,25% -23,60% +52,03% +16,63%

18 8 1 65*CLAIMS 18 11 9

2.092 2.440 9.279756PREVENTIVE 
ACTIONS 814 1.801 1.376

Verified and 
Analyzed EVENTS 945 12.559

EVENTS wihtout 
incidents 718 10.912
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Gifts of value higher than 30€
Good or services for private benefit with 

no link to clinical practice
Bonuses in the form of  free product 

units
Discounts (except for early payment 

and volume discounts on total sales)

87.

88.

Provision of products such as 
items for professional use in the 
practice of medicines or pharmacy 
valued of no more than 30€

Provision of technological 
material or medical tools to health 
institutions

YES NO  

GIFTS AND INDUCEMENTS10.

SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

Spanish Code of Practice 



3rd INTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL REGULATORY AND COMPLIANCE 
CONGRESS ANDS BEST PRACTICES FORUM

87.

88.

HOSPITALITY AND MEETINGS11.

HOSPITALITY Reasonable and secondary;  For healthcare professionals 

exclusively

VENUE Conducive to an appropriate image

TRIP PLANIFICATION Subordinated to the scientific purpose of the meeting

SCIENTIFIC CONTENT takes at least the 60% of the working day

SOCIAL PROGRAM secondary and not interfering with the scientific program

SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

Spanish Code of Practice 
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HOSPITALITY AND MEETINGS

CONGRESSES AND SCIENTIFIC EVENTS FUNDED BY THE INDUSTRY

88.

11.

The behaviour of the pharmaceutical companies must be guide by this principles: 

The scientific goals must represent the main focus in the organization of such 
meetings 

Hospitality should be reasonable at all times, and must always be secondary to the 
main purpose of the meeting

A useful criterion

WOULD THE COMPANY LIKE THAT ALL DETAILS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE EVENT TO 
BE WIDELY DISSEMINATED?

SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

Spanish Code of Practice 
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Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES

EXCLUSIVELY SPEAKERS

POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION WITH COMMENTS

UNDER STUDY BY THE SURVEILLANCE UNIT

POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION

NON PERMITTED PARTICIPATION
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Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

www.farmaindustria.es

Private Site:

Username

Password

Choose Language:

Spanish

English 

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES
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ONLY REGISTRED USERS

Username

Password

Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES

www.farmaindustria.es
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Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

Events sorted out by:

Name

Date

Country

www.farmaindustria.es

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES
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Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

SCIENTIFIC  CONGRESSES

Surveillance Unit Comments

• Accompanying Persons
• Social Events
• Nº of nights paid
• Please watch over the 
attendance of health 
professionals to planned 
scientific sessions.  
• Hospitality offered 
exclusively in accordance with 
the length of the event

www.farmaindustria.es
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Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

Preventive messages

We inform you regarding the event GALAPAGOS CME CRUISE that will

 

take place between 22/05/2009 
and 01/06/2009. In GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, EQUATOR is registered in our third parties events database.
We confirm you that the Spanish Code of Practice Surveillance Unit has evaluated it as a NON PERMITED 
event, pointing the following observations:
CRUISE
For further information please review the event or contact the Surveillance Unit.
Kind regards
USD

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES
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NATIONAL CONGRESSES

Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

Preventive messages

GRAN LUJO
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NATIONAL CONGRESSES
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NATIONAL CONGRESSES
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GRAN LUJO

NATIONAL CONGRESSES

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tusplayas.com/images/original/playa.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hotelesmodernos.com/2009/03/hoteles-de-playa.html&h=768&w=1024&sz=556&tbnid=1xi_S6la6EooQM::&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3DPLAYA&hl=es&usg=__B3QZIjtOoY0ZQxtoincuiex5cJs=&ei=dLUCSurVK-ONjAfQi43ZBA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image


3rd INTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL REGULATORY AND COMPLIANCE 
CONGRESS ANDS BEST PRACTICES FORUM

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES

Spanish Code of Practice: Third Party Events Data Base

Preventive messages
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES
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Events and Hospitality

IFPMA CODE: ARTICLE 7 INTERACTIONS WITH HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS

Events: The purpose should be to inform healthcare professionals 
about products and/or to provide scientific or educational information

Companies should not pay any costs associated with individuals 
accompanying invited healthcare professional

Should be held in an “appropriate” venue that is conducive to the 
scientific or educational objectives and the purpose of the event or 
meeting. Companies should avoid using renowned or extravagant 
venues

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES
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Events and Hospitality

IFPMA CODE: ARTICLE 7 INTERACTIONS WITH HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS

Hospitality should be limited to refreshments and/or meals incidental to 
the main purpose

Hospitalitiy should only be provided to participants of the Event and not 
their guests

Hospitality should be moderate and reasonable as judged by local 
standards 

No stand-alone entertainment or other leisure or social activities should
be provided or paid for by member companies

At events, entertainment of modest nature which is secondary to 
refreshments and/or meals is allowed.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES
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Events and Hospitality

EFPIA CODE: ARTICLE 9 EVENTS AND HOSPITALITY

Must be held in an “appropriate” venue that is conducive to the main purpose of the event and 
companies should avoid using venues that are “renowned” for their entertainment facilities or are 
“extravagant

Hospitality must be appropriate and shall be limited to travel, meals, accommodation and genuine 
registration fees. 

Hospitality may only be extended to persons who qualify as participants in their own right.

All forms of hospitality offered to healthcare professionals shall be “reasonable” in level and strictly 
limited to the main purpose of the event. 

Hospitality shall not include sponsoring or organising entertainment (e.g., sporting or leisure) events. 

Member associations shall provide guidance on the meaning of the term “reasonable”, appropriate”, 
“renowned” and “extravagant”

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES
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CONCLUSIONS

Harmonization is necessary in order to set a common 
criteria for all the agents involved (Scientific 

Associations, Events organizers, Pharmaceutical 
companies, Healthcare Professionals…)

To have a common rule is on the side of the Industry 
Image
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