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Background

Support for a regulatory and political environment 
which stimulates R&D, rewards innovation and 
speeds up patient access to innovative therapies.

Establish patient-centred approach and take into 
account patient needs in pharmaceutical company 
policies.

Empower patient groups to be involved, informed and 
sustainable in the long-term.
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Background: codes across the EU

Binding codes of conduct in: UK, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Ireland, Denmark

Codes were under way in Germany, Belgium

Government legislation in France

Company initiatives (GSK..)
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Scope/ Applicability code

Relationships between EFPIA member 
companies, their subsidiaries, contracted 3rd

parties and patient groups operating in 
Europe
Minimum standards
Partnerships at national level: national code 
of country where activity takes place
Cross-border partnerships: national code of 
country of main European location patient 
group
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Enforcement code

Member associations to implement code at 
national level and decide on processing 
complaints and sanctions

As of 1 January 2008
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Provisions code

Content:
Non-promotion
Written agreements
Use of logos and proprietary materials
Editorial control
Transparency
Single company funding
Events and hospitality
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Written agreements

Ensuring clarity role between industry & 
patient groups

In some countries available (upon 
request or database)

Clear and simple document

Model template in annex
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Transparency

Companies to make publicly available a list of 
sponsored patient groups once a year (incl. 
significant indirect/non-financial support)

For the first time no later than end of 1st

Q 2009 (covering activities commenced as of 
or ongoing on 1 January 2008)

Review after first year of implementation
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