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Presentation Overview: The Affordable Care Act

Past Present



Future?

Presentation Overview: The Affordable Care Act



Why Was the ACA Needed?

Å48 million uninsured 
Americans

ÅWidespread 
discrimination based 
on health status

ÅSkimpy coverage



Tax credits or Medicaid

Individual
mandate

Market reforms

ACA: What Reforms?



ÅGuaranteed issue and renewal

ÅLimits on health status, gender, age rating

ÅPre-existing condition exclusions

ÅEssential health benefits

ÅOut-of-pocket maximum

ÅPreventive benefits

What Reforms? Insurance Reform 
Key Concepts



ÅHealth Insurance Marketplace (aka Exchange)

ÅCompare private insurance plans based on price, 
benefits, quality, and other features 

ÅMost people get a break on costs

ïPremium tax credits

ïCost-sharing reductions (CSRs)

ÅDƻŀƭΥ άbƻ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŘƻƻǊfor Medicaid and CHIP

ÅMust sign up during open enrollment period

What Reforms? Marketplace Basics



ÅάAdvanceabletǊŜƳƛǳƳ ¢ŀȄ /ǊŜŘƛǘǎέ
ïMust be: between 100-400% FPL

ïCannot have another offer of coverage

ïCannot be undocumented

ÅSliding scale subsidies based on income

Åά/ƻǎǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŜǎ
ïMust be: between 100-250% FPL

ïMust purchase a silver-level health plan

ïCost-sharing reductions (CSRs)

ÅIf income or other circumstances change, must report it

ÅIf paid too much, must pay it back to IRS

What Reforms? Tax Credit Basics



Å20M new people insured, BUT 
risks on the horizon

ïIndividual mandate penalty repeal

ïTexas, Trump lawsuit to strike down 
ACA

ïAlternative plans

ïReduced consumer assistance

!/!Ωǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΥ hƴ ƛǘǎ фth Life?



ÅSteady enrollment: 11M
ÅPremiums moderating (but still too high)
Å87% receive subsidies
ÅBUT:
Å8.5% are uninsured (up from 7.9% in 

2017)

!/!Ωǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΥ нлнл

Surprising resiliency



Figure 13

Medicaid plays a central role in our health care system.

Health Insurance Coverage 
For 1 in 5 Americans

State Capacity to Address Health 
Challenges

MEDICAID

Support for Health Care System 
and Safety-Net 

Assistance to 10 million 
Medicare Beneficiaries 

> 50% Long-Term Care 
Financing



Figure 14

Childrenôs 

Coverage



Half of Medicaid Enrollees are Children

Source: Medicaid Child & CHIP Total Enrollment in June 2018, https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/program-information/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-data/report-highlights/child-and-chip-

enrollment/index.html. 

Note: Arizona, the District of Columbia, and Tennessee are excluded because they did not submit child enrollment data for the current period.

Medicaid and CHIP Total Enrollment in June 
2018

Medicaid child & CHIP enrollment Medicaid Adult Enrollment

Medicaid Child 

and CHIP 

Enrollment:

35,411,244

50.6%

Medicaid Adult 

Enrollment:

34,529,915

49.4%

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/program-information/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-data/report-highlights/child-and-chip-enrollment/index.html


Childrenôs Upper Income Medicaid/CHIP Eligibility
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¢Φ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ŜǘΦ ŀƭΦ άaŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ /ILt 9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ wŜƴŜǿŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǎǘ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ 
Policies as of January 2017: Findings from a 50-{ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦέ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Children and Families and Kaiser Family Foundation. January 2017.

Highest

405% of FPL

Median

255% of FPL

Medicaid/CHIP

Marketplace

Subsidies



View our interactive data hub 

for a closer look at how 

children are getting covered 

in your state. 

kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu

The Childrenôs Health 

Care Report Card
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