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 “Consent rates” ranged across countries, and even within countries for 
different types of spend. 

 Consistently across Europe, the largest category of spend was for Research 
and Development. 

 The second highest category of spend was generally for consulting fees, but 
there was variation.

 Companies took a variety of approaches to many reporting issues, as 
demonstrated by their methodology notes. 

 Those different approaches impacted how the data was reported and, 
therefore, affects the overall analysis of the data.
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Country Consent Rates slide taken from EFPIA “10th Annual 
Forum on Transparency and Aggregate Spend” presentation 
by Andrew Powrie-Smith on August 15, 2016.
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£254m 
in Research 
Funding

£46.0m 
Fees for service 
and consultancy

£364m
Total payments 
in database

£21.0m names 
withheld

£25.0m named 
declarations

46%

£31.5m 
Contributions to 
costs of events

£3.2m Joint 
working - 100% 
named declarations

24%

£24.0m named 
declarations

£7.5m names 
withheld

£29.5m Donations 
and grants to 
healthcare 
organisations

3%

£0.7 names withheld
£28.8m named 
declarations

Summary of data included in the database chart taken from the BMJ.
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Data taken from FSA/vfa graphic.

575 mio. €
Total payments

119 mio. €

336 mio. €

90 mio. €
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Data taken from http://www.kodeksprzejrzystosci.pl/raporty/.

63%

17%

21%

Note: 1 Polish Zloty = 0.23 Euro as of 9/29/2016
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Finland

R&D
83.46%

Registration Fees
1.45%

Travel & 
Accommodation

3.49%

Consultancy Fees
4.10%

Related Expenses
0.74%

Donations & 
Grants
3.80%

Sponsorship
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Ukraine

R&D
63.18%

Registration 
Fees

0.04%

Travel & 
Accommodation

2.51%

Consultancy 
Fees

19.08%
Related 

Expenses
3.01%

Donations & 
Grants 
8.36%

Sponsorship
5.44%

Norway

R&D
36.06%

Registration Fees
4.43%

Travel & 
Accommodation 

12.96%

Consultancy Fees
7.92%

Related Expenses
0.73%

Donations & 
Grants
25.02%

Sponsorship
12.87%

Ireland

Total Spend by Category
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Spend in Thousands of Euros Consent Rate
• Company 1 – 32,230
• Company 2 – 29,854

• 25%
• 38%

• Company  3 – 14,495
• Company  4– 16,875

• 50%
• 55%

• Company  5– 328,754
• Company 6 – 328, 545

• 48%
• 73%
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Annual Contractual Consent

Contractual consent 
obtained for all payments 

over a given year. 

Contract by Contract Consent

Written consent obtained 
for every qualifying 

interaction, consulting, 
event, etc. 

No Contract/Sponsorship 
Consent

Written consent obtained 
solely for the purpose of 

disclosure. 

Pre-
Disclosure

Review 
and 

Dispute



 Company X
◦ HCPs received a consent package including a letter explaining Company 

X's commitment to Transparency and the options and rights they have in 
accordance with data protection legislation… Company X's approach is to 
seek indefinite consent. If an HCP would like to withdraw a consent already 
provided, they can do so in writing to Company X or through 
_____@CompanyX.com.

 Company Y
◦ Consent was obtained on Recipient level for all ToVs during a given period 

of time not shorter than one full year. Company Y does not accept partial 
consent or split disclosure. 

 Company Z
◦ Company Z is collecting consent at the first point of first engagement for a 

1 or 3 year fixed period with all HCPs and HCOs based on local 
requirements.
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 Company M
◦ Company M makes sure to obtain consent of individual healthcare 

professionals prior to the actual disclosure. Company M preferred 
approach for consent collection is on a contract by contract basis.

 Company P
◦ In Ireland written consent is collected activity per activity using the 

Company corporate template which has been modified to include 
reference to the IPHA Code of Practice.

 Company W
◦ Company W will obtain the consent, as required, of each HCP… via a 

separate consent statement or via a consent statement in an invitation 
letter supported by singing a roster of attendees to the event.
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 Company 1 
◦ At any time, a HCP/HCO may request a copy of the information Company 1 holds 

about them, including the information on ToV which the company may publish 
against their name. A HCP or HCO can request data they believe to be inaccurate be 
corrected. … To access their data, a HCP/HCO can contact Company 1 via the contact 
details mentioned in their contract with Company 1 or by contacting our Global 
Privacy Office via e-mail: xxxx. Company 1 will follow it’s internal processes to 
ensure all requests to access personal data are handled within the timelines specified 
by the relevant country data protection authorities.

 Company 2 
◦ During April, HCPs and HCO’s that granted consent to disclose on individual level, 

received a statement with the details of ToVs to be reported to provide an 
opportunity to verify and review the information to ensure it is accurate, prior to 
disclosure on 30 June 2016. Company 2 will review and investigate disputes with 
HCPs/HCOs relative to our transparency reports. Subject to Company 2's internal 
review and approval, any changes resulting from disputes will be published from time 
to time.
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 Company 3 
◦ Company 3 wishes to offer to HCPs and HCOs the possibility to individually review 

their own Transfers of Value before disclosure and is notifying them during a pre-
disclosure phase before the information is made public. During this phase, recipients 
are allowed to request access to their detailed information and can dispute the 
information Company 3 is intending to publish.

 Company 4 
◦ In order to be compliant with the data privacy regulation, Company 4 has 

implemented a responsive dispute process. Each question or claim is centralized and 
followed up. After a thorough analysis of the inquiry, all applicants will receive a 
response via a letter signed by Company 4. … The dispute process is available to all 
HCP/HCO only through the “Dispute letter template” that is downloadable from the 
Company website.
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8.5 million Aus. Dollar
66% Consent Rate
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Abbvie, Amgen, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb, Gilead, Eli Lilly, Merck, 
Novartis, Purdue, Roche, and 
GlaxoSmithKline
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D. Jeffrey Campbell
President and CEO

DJCampbell@pbnlaw.com

Brian P. Sharkey
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