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what? why? how?
What are the leading causes of death and disease?
How do the rates differ between certain groups?
How have the rates changed over time?
What can be done to improve the rates?
How effective have interventions been?



indicators

Health status indicators are the statics 
used to describe the level of well-being 
or illness present in a defined population 
or to describe related attributes or risk 
factors



what are metrics?



from data to impact
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1 + 1 = 3
• accuracy
• completeness
• update status
• relevance
• consistency across data sources
• reliability
• accessibility
• likelihood of being replicated
• sample size

aspects of data quality



understand all correlates





causation                            pathway

What causes
that?



four types of needs

Bradshaw J: The concept of social need. In In Planning for social welfare, issues, 

models and tasks. Edited by Gilbert N, Specht H. NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc; 1977:290-296.





normative needs

0-50 represent 
good air quality days

51-100 represent moderate 
air quality 

101-150 unhealthy to 
sensitive groups

151-200 unhealthy
201-300 very unhealthy 
>300 hazardous



normative needs



longitudinal view





comparative needs



compare by area



compare by subpopulation



perceived needs



perceptions of environment



expressed needs



preventable causes



data scoring





indexing









floyd memorial hospital
• Located in New Albany, 

Indiana
• Non-profit, county-owned 

hospital
• Established in 1953
• 236 Beds
• Employs over 2,000 

associates
• Team of nearly 500 physicians 

and 26 owned practices
• Mission: To preserve and 

restore health
• Community benefit since 1995



focus – prostate cancer









Cancer Decisions

• Cancer portion of the Dashboard brought 
many things to light for us

• Tough Decisions for Prostate Cancer 
Screening Program









Range of outcomes



priorities and key performance indicators



compared to national or state standards



medium-term and long-term outcomes



albany, georgia
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From 16.9 to 15.1

From 2.9 to 3.3

From 13.5 to 12.4



From 53.5 to 49.7

From 42.7 to 41.6

From 14.9 to 13.2



“When the world comes to us
in pieces and fragments, lacking

any overall pattern, it is hard
to see how it might be transformed.”

- Robert Bellah Habits of the Heart, 1985
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Questions or Comments:
Scott Dahl

Healthy Communities Institute
scott@healthycities.org

404-721-5964
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