
How I came to be here 
today
• High tech marketing
• Data geek; tech trends; automation
• 2007: Cancer kicker
• 2008: E-Patient blogger
• 2009: Participatory 

Medicine, 
Public Speaker

• 2010: Full time



e-Patients.net founder 
Tom Ferguson MD
1944-2006

Doc Tom said…

Equipped
Engaged
Empowered
Enabled”

Doc Tom said, 
“e-Patients are



Classic Stage IV

Classic 
Stage IV, 
Grade 4 

Renal Cell 
Carcinoma

Illustration on 
the drug company’s 

web site Median Survival:
24 weeks



Booyea!



Lesson: 

Unmanaged data quality 
produces 
trainwrecks

Data quality 
risks:

•Physician errors

•Clerical errors

•“Tasty delicious 
baloney” 
(upcoding)



Why not “Google Earth for my 
body”?



• Cell phones leapfrog drinking water

When handhelds are 
included, the digital divide 
disappears.

http://thapz.blogspot.com/2008/04/cell-phones-leapfrog-drinking-water.html

http://thapz.blogspot.com/2008/04/cell-phones-leapfrog-drinking-water.html


Mammography quiz
You know the following about local 

women:

• Probability of BC (prevalence):  1%

• If a woman has BC, probability of testing 
positive (sensitivity) = 90%

• If a woman does not have BC, 
probability that she tests positive anyway 
(false-positive rate) = 9% 

A woman tests positive. 
She wants to know the odds she has 
BC.  What’s the best answer?

A. ~81%

B. “Out of 10 
positive 
mammograms 
, 
9 do have BC”

C. “Out of 10 
positive 
mammograms 
, 
1 has BC”

D. ~1%

A. ~81%

B. “Out of 10 
positive 
mammograms 
, 
9 do have BC”

C. “Out of 10 
positive 
mammograms 
, 
1 has BC”

D. ~1%

of doctors 
got it right.

Gynecologists!



2.8 e-Patient Years in Pictures…
December 2006 October 2007

September 
2009

May 2009


	How I came to be here today
	Doc Tom said…
	Classic Stage IV
	Booyea!
	Slide Number 5
	Why not “Google Earth for my body”?
	When handhelds are included, the digital divide disappears.
	Mammography quiz
	2.8  e-Patient Years in Pictures…

